Jarhead

Attributes:


Strength:
4


Speed:

5


Agility:
5


Endurance:
6


Durability:
5


Intelligence:
5


Perception:
5


Willpower:
5


Prowess:
9


Accuracy:
6

History:


Born in Idaho, Anthony Ward actually grew up in Korea, where his father was stationed as an ambassador. While there, he somehow caught the eye of a monk named Suham Dosa, at the time the last living practitioner of Hwaorang Do, the martial art form practiced by Korean warriors ages before. He took the child as his third student, and began teaching him his art.


Once Anthony turned 15, however, it was time for his father to return to the United States. Anthony kept up his personal training regimen, and corresponded with Suham Dosa and the other two students all the while. Right as he turned 18, the Korean War broke out, and he volunteered for the United States Marine Corps rather than be drafted. He qualified for USMC Recon, where he excelled. However, the fact that he killed many people during that war still haunts him, and he prefers not to remember those days unless it serves a purpose. It is known that he was present during the Battle of Cho-Zen Reservoir under LtGen Louis B "Chesty" Puller, but most of the rest of his campaign experience is classified. He served for a total of eight years.


Upon his return to the U.S., his girlfriend had left him for his best friend, who dodged the draft. For the next three years, he worked first as a bouncer in Patriot City, then a dock worker in San Francisco. Finally, in 1961, he moved to Mountainrock, and began work in a warehouse, tossing boxes. The entire time, he maintained his morning routine, and kept up correspondence with Suham Dosa, and his two fellow students - Joo Bang Lee and Joo Sang Lee.


One night, he was on his way home from a long day's work, when he was assaulted by a number of young toughs. He proceeded to trounce them soundly with his exceptional combat prowess, but had to dodge out of the way as one of the toughs tried to run him down in his automobile. The rest of the gang used that opportunity to run away, but Anthony had stumbled head-first into the side of a dumpster. Groggily shaking his head, he headed home. Looking in the mirror as he got ready for bed, he noticed his hair was nearly twice as long as it had been that morning. Horrified, he watched it double in length again as he watched. He snatched up scissors, intending to cut it back, and to his amazement, it withdrew back to its original length. Having heard of the recent appearance of superhuman adventurers, especially in Patriot City, he laughed at the cosmic joke of a power he had recieved.


Shortly after discovering his moderately useless "super power", Anthony was laid off. With no way to pay for rent or utilities, and without a job, he wandered into the Mendolsson Memorial Hostel for Displaced Metahumans. There, he became a founding member of its security detail, under the name of Jarhead, in homage to his USMC experiences. He also began dating Rache, the receptionist, and has become a solid, dependable team player, proving that suer powers do not make a super hero.

Height:

6'

Weight:
185

Hair:

Black (variable length)

Eyes:

Blue

Description:



Jarhead looks much younger than he really is, appearing to be in his mid twenties, rather than his early thirties; he attributes this to his diet and excercise routine. He normally keeps his hair in a short, neat hairstyle, but will occasionally grow it longer or shorter just for kicks. His adventuring costume is a variation on USMC Dress Blues. It consists of his combat boots, polished to a high degree as usual, and dark blue pants tucked into the top of the boots with a red "blood stripe" down each leg. On his upper body is a jacket that closes at his right shoulder, with red piping and trim.

Skills and Talents:


Jarhead is one of the most capable combatants in the world, although his relatively understated nature has kept his capabilities pretty much quiet from the world at large until recently. He has been studying the martial art of Hwaorang Do since the age of six, and further supplemented that with Marine Corps hand to hand training and some study of Aikido. When combined with his remarkable grasp of tactics, native cunning, and excellent deductive reasoning, this makes him one of the most dangerous men alive, capable of facing even powerful superhumans and winning.


In addition, Jarhead is a skilled linguist. He speaks Korean nearly as fluently as he does English, and is also fluent in Japanese, French, Spanish, Greek, and Russian. He has recently started studying the Domain native language under Darkenwulf, as well as the written language of Darkenwulf's people, the Alrezor; he is incaable of learning to speak or understand the spoken Alrezor, as the basic concepts are carried by pheremone release, with the spoken tongue added only to add nuances.


Jarhead also has all of the skills that would be expected of someone who has undergone USMC Recon training. He has had training in parachuting, SCUBA, demolitions, intelligence gathering by observation, and the operation of most personal weapon systems utilized by the Marine Corps as of the early 1950's. He has chosen not to supplement his weaponry skills, although he is not above utilizing a firearm to suppress incoming fire. 

Superhuman Powers:


Anthony Ward has only one super power - he can manipulate the length of his hair. The longest to date he has made it has been to his waist, while he has, on a demonstration, retracted it to baldness. He cannot animate his hair, or do anything other than simply change the length. On occasion, when confronted with something that resonates with his USMC experiences, such as in the presence of Minute Man, he instinctively retracts his hair into the style of a US Marine, also known as a "High and Tight". The fastest he has been seen to grow his hair went from a short, neat length to the middle of his back in approximately five seconds, with a similar time frame to retract it back to its original length.

Equipment:


None

