Blackblade

(Note: Attributes in Parenthesees refer to Matthew Mendolsson, not Blackblade)

Attributes:


Strength:
7 (4)


Speed:

5 (4)


Agility:
5 (4)


Endurance:
8 (4)


Durability:
8 (4)


Intelligence:
5 (2)


Perception:
5 (4)


Willpower:
7 (5)


Prowess:
9 (3)


Accuracy:
6 (3)

History:


The Daemon within the Black Blade is of unknown origin, but is known to have manifested at least twice before. The first time was nearly two thousand years ago, where a Norse runecaster managed to bind a rampaging warrior Thurse into a sword of cold iron. Nearly a millenia later, a black armored warrior wielding the Black Blade led a raid on the shores of Great Britain, but was defeated when he was disarmed, and the sword fell into a peat bog. Apparantly, there was at least one other manifestation, as the sword became mixed in with the Sutton Hoo artifacts. While being transported to Greece by ship in the early 20'th century, the ship sank. The blade was recovered by submarine in the mid 1950's.


In the early 1960's, the blade was sent to the mountainrock Museum on loan. While there, a descendant of the original Norse runecaster by the name of Matthew Mendolsson happened to get a job as a night janitor. The blade, and the demon within, felt his presence, and erupted from its case, forcing him to grasp its handle, and transformng him into a black armored warrior. Calling himself Blackblade, this unholy entity began to assemble a small army known as the Doom Guard, and a team of lieutenants and henchman called the Undead.


Fortunately, Matthew's brother John had not only become the hero known as Silvelance, he had also turned his home into the Mendolsson Memorial Hostel for Displaced Metahumans. In response to the transformation of his brother, he formed a security team that would later become known as Legion. During their seemingly final clash at the Hostel shortly after a failed attempt at dropping a nuclear bomb on Mountainrock, Silverlance managed to excorcise the demon from his brother, freeing him. However, the blade was not destroyed, and the spectre of Bllackblade still hangs over the heads of everyone at the Hostel...especially Matthew.

Height:

6'3"

Weight:
180

Hair:

Sandy blonde

Eyes:

Blue

Description:



As Matthew Mendolsson, he is a friendly though mentally handicaped young man. Quite handsome and easygoing, he is nearly always smiling.


As Blackblade, he wears a suit of black iron armor consisting of pauldrons, greaves, a breastplate, and a helm over top of polished iron chainmail. A tattered cape hangs from his back, and his hand holds a black sword with glowing red runes. His eyes are barely visible under the helm, but usually hold an evil gleam.

Skills and Talents:


Matthew Mendolsson has unusually strong determination and convictions, especially where the Black Blade is concerned. However, he has little to no skills beyond a natural athletic ability.


The Blackblade identity is an incredible swordsman, with apparantly thousands of years of experience wielding a blade of some kind. Though not demonstrating superhuman levels of prowess, he nevertheless is incredibly dangerous. He also possesses remarkable knowledge of occult matters, perhaps originating due to his own demonic nature.

Superhuman Powers:

Matthew Mendolsson possesses no superhuman powers whatsoever.


Blackblade possesses augmented strength and endurance to superhuman levels, coupled with the manifestation of his demon armor. When combined with his prowess at the blade, this makes him exceptionally dangerous. In addition, he is capable of various feats of magic, apparantly fueled by an unknown entity that manifests as a formless shadow. Among the feats Blackblade has demonstrated are:


- Summoning of shadow-demons, which appear to dissipate upon defeat


- Summoning of Imp swarms, which self-destruct on a target, chewing it away 

rapidly


- Firing a beam of total darkness, capable of rupturing a cinderblock wall


- Empowering the Undead, his lieutenants. Note that the undead appear to no 

longer require his presence once transformed, presumably because they 

draw power from Blackblade's extradimensional master.

Equipment:


Matthew Mendolsson has none.


Blackblade is, at all times, ensconced in black rune-cast armor. As it apparantly cannot be removed, the increased protection it grants is included in the attributes noted above. In addition, he wields a large sword also made of iron, which is covered in red runes that seem to writhe and glow in his grip. The blade wails or moans from time to time, and appears capable of cutting through most natural or man-made materials. The blade is never away from either his hand or its sheath, as apparantly being disarmed would cause Blackblade to revert to Matthew Mendolsson.

